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ccidenfs are 
naused b4 carelessnescs 
• Be, careful .... 
• Avotd accidents ... 
• Don·t be a Statistic .. 
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Flying a kite near electric wires is dangerous. When 
flying a kite, always make sure the kite string is dry. If you 
use wet string, a wire, or a string with wire in it, you are 
asking for trouble. Don't try to free a kite from high voltage 
wires if it gets tangled up in them. Remember, Ben Frank-
lin has already discovered electricity by the use of a kite. 
Don't attempt to discover it in the same way. 
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Irrigation pipe need not touch an overhead power line 
to kill the handler. Jn some instances, a gap of six feet m ay 
be bridged by the high vol tage arc. A workman may lift a 
light irrigation pipe to be moved to a new loca tion or to be 
placed on an irrigation trai ler. If he lifts the pipe too high 
and comes in contact with an overhead power supply line, 
death usually res ults. 
4 
Never stack hay under a power line. Many persons have 
been electrocuted simply because they didn' t LOOK UP. 
Modern haying equ ipment operates high above the ground. 
The ca reless operator who guesses tha t his machine will go 
under high voltage wires is asking for trouble . Always allow 
for uneven gro und and bouncing of the machine. 
5 
Materials handling equipment tha t is carelessly used 
ca n ca use serious injury or dea th. Elevators used to fill corn 
cribs can accidentally to uch overhead power wires. Anyone 
coming in contact with the eleva tor could be electrocuted. 
Several persons may be electrocuted, since more than one 
person usuall y is needed to place the elevator in position . 
Other materials handling equipment such as auger wagons, 
tr ucks with spouts on them , and mixing units are eq ually 
dangerous. A farm wiring system should be planned to 
a llow at least one passageway for the movement of tall 
equipment. 
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Cra nes and booms coming in contact with power lines 
have caused many deaths in Nebraska. Crane operators 
should be warned to stay away from overhead power lines . 
In many cases, the o perator may not be inj ured severely; 
however, workmen standing on the gro und who come near 
or touch the machin e are usually the ones who are inj ured 
or kill ed. Safety devices are availa ble for booms or cranes. 
T hey will insul ate the machine from the high vol tage wires 
in case electr ica l con tact is made, 
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·well drilling rigs operated close to power lines cause 
many deaths in Nebraska. Never let the equipment come 
near these wires. Remember, it's the worker on the ground 
who usually is hurt. Be sure that the machine is out of 
reach of power lines when you are repairing and cleaning it. 
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TV antennas should never be installed near a power 
line. Make sure they are far enough away so that the an-
tennas cannot come in contact with power lines. Guessing 
is not good enough . In many cases inexperienced persons 
attempt to repair a TV antenna. If the antenna is top· 
heavy, or if the wind is strong, it may break away and allow 
the mast or guy wires to touch a nearby power line. Anyone 
working on the antenna or holding a guy wire will be seri-
ously in jured or killed. There is also a possibility of setting 
the house on fire. 
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Pruning trees ca n be a d angerous job if electric power 
lines are close. A limb fa lling against a power line can 
ca use dea th to anyone in con tan with the limb. The falling 
limb also could ca use the power line to break. Notify power 
companies in advance of pruning if these hazards ex ist. 
]() 
Stay away from fallen overhead wires. Anyone who 
to uches them may be ki lled. 
----
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Never touch a person who is in contact with an electric 
power source. Push or pull him away with a dry stick. Do 
not use one that contains sap, since it may be a conductor of 
electricity. A dry rope also may be used. Make sure the 
rescuer is standing on dry ground . Attempt this rescue only 
if you are willing to accept grave risk of your life. 
Don't figure on Lady Luck to watch over the safety of 
you and your co-workers. It is up Lo you to realize that 
dangers exist around high voltage electrical eq uipment. 
Usually it is impossible to remove these dangers. You can, 
however, accept the fact that hazards do exist. Use good 
judgment and learn to live with these hazards. 
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What Should Be Done in Case of an Accident? 
If yo u are SuCcessful in free ing the victim, start ar tifi cial r espiration 
a t once if the victim is not brea thing. 
The two methods of artifi cial respiration recommended are the 
mouth-to-mouth and back pressure-arm lift. In the case of electric 
shock, the muscles con trolling the brea thing system are paralyzed or 
deeply depressed , or carbon monoxide h as d isplaced oxygen in the 
blood stream. When these cases are enco untered, artifi cial respira tion 
must often be carri ed on for long per iods of time. 
There are cases where the victim may be breathing, but may still 
need ass istance. In situations such as this, the person giving artificial 
respira tion should time his efforts to coincide with the victim's attempt 
to breathe for himself. 
If vomiting occurs during artificial respira tion , quickly turn the 
victim on his side, wipe out the mo uth , re pos ition him a nd then con-
tinue ar tificial respiration . 
' !\Then the victim is revived , he should be kept as quiet as possible 
until he is brea thing regularly. H e should be kept covered and other-
wise trea ted for shock until suitable transportation is available, or 
until a physician arrives. 
Artificial respiration should be continued until the victim begins 
to brea the for himself, until a physician pronounces him dead, or 
until he appears to be dead beyond a ny doubt. 
A doctor 's care is necessar y during the recovery period, as respira-
tory and other d isturbances may develop as a n aftermath . 
Cra nes, drilli ng rigs, derricks, and m~terial s h andling equipment 
m ay come in contact with overhead power lines. If possibl e, the opera-
tor o f the m achine should break contact with the li ne. If this is im-
possible, th e operator will usually be sa fe if he stays in the cab. If he 
jumps clea r, he sho uld not touch a ny part of the machine once he 
reaches the ground . 
Eleva tors, TV antenn as, and irrigation pipes should be h andled 
in such a way as to keep them away from power lines. ·wind, condi-
tions of the ground, and direction o f movement should be considered 
~ hen moving tall equipment. 
A few simple procedures should be followed when mov ing ta ll 
equipmen t around overhead lin es : 
1. Plan and inspect the rou te yo u will travel. Know the height of 
yo ur equipment and all power lines. 
2. No tify the power compan y of yo ur pl ans. T hey will cooperate 
with yo u if possible in prov iding sa fe transportation . 
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3. Secure all swinging parts before moving. Consider the possi-
bility of uneven ground. 
4. Do not raise power lines for any reason. 
5. Have trained personnel observe equipment in hazardous areas. 
Acts of vandalism such as breaking insulators and bulbs, 
defacing signs, and many other types of malicious destruc-
tion, may result in an arrest to the person inflicting the 
damage. A h eavy fine or imprisonment could resu lt from 
this type of activity . 
Such malicious destruction can result in a loss to the 
power supplier for the cost of repairs and labor, and also 
to their employees, who must subject themselves to ex tra 
dangers while repairing the damage. 
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